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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ASHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL

We hope that all of our AMS families had a great Thanksgiving break with family and friends (other than what
happened to the Buckeyes).  This time of year is often one of the most exciting times for students as the 
anticipation of a longer break and even more time with friends and family is just around the corner.  In the 
meantime we are excited about what we have in store over the next few weeks for students to experience here
at AMS. 

One of the best parts of the holiday season is to get to see the pay off from all of the hard work our choir and 
band students have been putting in.  They have actually created a holiday environment for many weeks as we
have heard them practicing and preparing for their big upcoming showcases.  Along with this teachers are 
working with students to spread cheer throughout the building by putting up holiday decorations and making
our building a warm place to be.  The culmination of our time here at AMS before the break will then be capped
off with our last day before break with a Happy Holidays Dance.  Last year this served as a fun way to send the
students off and this year we anticipate it doing the same.

Academically, our building has done a lot of work with vocabulary and reading comprehension this year.
We've grown a larger literacy culture with our partnership with Ashland Public Library.  Students have access to
a "book of the month" discussion once a month and we had a large turn out for Wrinkle in Time, by Madeline
L'Engle.  We are very proud of our students and our teachers.  They are growing readers, everyday!

We have much to be thankful for here at AMS and want to extend our gratitude towards families for the 
continued support in building a great culture for students to experience everyday.  Our students are making
great choices this year and we are celebrating their success being Responsible, Resilient, and Respectful Arrows.
We can not wait to carry this positive momentum into the upcoming New Year!

From our AMS family to yours, we wish you the most wonderful Holiday Season,

Tim Keller, Jim Lindeman and Ashley Pacholewski
Co-Principals
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Middle School Newsletters
Our newsletter will come out every other month throughout the course of the upcoming school year.  We will 
post our newsletter on the middle school website at the beginning of October, December, February and April.  
Newsletters will no longer be mailed home to all students.  If you would like to receive a copy of the 
newsletter by email, please email me at rhcarey@goarrows.org and Mrs. Carey will add your email to our emailing 
list.  If you do not have access to a computer and would still like to have a paper copy mailed to your home,  
Mrs. Carey would be more than happy to accommodate that request.  Just call the A.M.S. office or email her at
the above and she will add you to the mailing list.  

Digital Hall Passes
AMS has taken hall passes to the 21st Century!  These passes function the same as traditional ones but with an 
updated twist.  Let's explain the procedure.  Students ask permission to leave the room, then students complete
the pass electronically rather than on paper.  Students have access to the pass through the teacher's Canvas
page.

Because the passes are completed electronically, the usage is housed all in one spot.  Housing the usage in one
location provides some great advantages.  It assists administration when determining who may be responsible
for mischief in the restrooms.  It provides data for conversations if students are missing too much instructional
time.  Above all, it provides school personnel a starting point to locate a student who may have been out of a
classroom at the time of an emergency.

PBIS Rewards
Perhaps your student has mentioned something about earning behavior points during the school day.  These
points are part of a program that the building piloted last May, PBIS Rewards.  The pilot went so well that  we've
decided to continue the program this school year.  Through the program, students have the opportunity to earn
points for demonstrating positive behaviors throughout the building.  Points are based on the building's 3 R's-
Ready, Responsible, and Respectful.  All of the points are housed electronically so there is no worry of students
misplacing their points.  Points will accumulate all school year.  There will be various methods by which students
can "spend" their points-teacher stores, a building-wide store, raffles, and events. 

Also, there is an app associated with this program.  Students can use the app to check their point balances and
make purchases from the store.  The app is optional;  students can get the same information simply by logging 
into the website without the app.  Additionally, there is a parent app.  The parent app links to the student's
account and allows guardians to view their student's point balance and any teacher comments that may have
been added.  Through the app, a guardian may also communicate with teachers.  The student app is called PBIS
Rewards Student.  The parent app is called PBIS Rewards Parent.  Both apps are available in your device's app 
stores.

If you have questions about the program or app, please contact one of your child's teachers or Mrs. Tilton
(trtilton@goarrows.org), the school librarian.

AMS Building Remind
As another way of getting  information out to our parents.  AMS now has a building Remind that we will be using 
to help keep parents informed of events, and other informative information.  You will need to either Download 
the REMIND APP or send a text to 81010 to set up an acct our Class Name is AMS-Parents/Guardians and class 
code is @8k8b43.
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Important Dates
December 5th-AMS Winter Choral Concert -7:00 p.m. 
at Archer-6th Grade 6:00 p.m. 7th and 8th-7:00 p.m.
December 6th-5th -12th Winter Band Concert-Archer-6:30 p.m.

December 8th-Winter Orchestra Concert at Archer
Grades 5-7th 6:00 p.m.
December 9th-AMS Winter Assembly
December 16th- Last Student Day before Christmas Break
December 19-30th Christmas Break

January 2nd-School Resumes following Christmas Break
January 9th-PAWS Wrestling Meeting-Library 6:30.m.
January 13th-End of 2nd 9 weeks
January 16th Martin Luther King Day-No School
January 20th Grade Cards Distributed
January 20th-Teacher Exchange Day-NO School

Reminders

Please continue to monitor your child's media 

Continue to monitor your child's belongings as 
items pile up in our school's lost and found; if 
something comes up missing, remind your child 

Please remember if you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact your child's teacher or 

We continue to encourage students to advocate for 
themselves and to let adults help them in difficult 
situations rather than making choices that make 
situations worse.

      use, there are a lot of APPS and chat groups
      available out there where unsavory things can 
      be discussed between adolescents and others; 
      please keep your child safe and promote 
      responsible use of their electronic devices.

      to check lost and found.

      an administrator here at the building.

                Procedures for Picking Students up for Appointment
      In order to alleviate some confusions, we thought it might be helpful to review our attendance procedures 

on dropping off students or picking up students for appointments.
     Although we will accept telephone calls for last-minute appointments for students, we would prefer the 
student bring a note on the day of the appointment if it has been scheduled in advance.  The student is to 
bring the note to the main office before school starts in the morning,  so we can issue a Permit to Leave Slip.  
The Student is then allowed to show this Permit to Leave to the teacher, leave class at the time designated on 
the note by the parent, and meet the parent at the door at the time recorded.  This allows the parent to pick 
upthe student without having to come into the building .  Please remind your son or daughter to be aware 
of the time he/she needs to leave class and where to meet you.  Parents do not need to check in or out of
the office with the student unless we have not received a note or a phone call prior.  When arriving back to
school after the appointment, all students should check in at the main office with their Permit to Leave before
reporting to class.  This will help us keep accurate attendance records and not mistakenly mark the student 
absent for the remainder of the day.
      Appointments that are made after the student has come to school may be called into the main office by
the parent/guardian, and a Permit to Leave slip will be delivered to the student with the appropriate 
information (such as time leaving, type of appointment, and where to meet his/her ride).  The student should 
then follow the same procedures as listed when we receive written permission for students to leave and 
return when necessary.

Arrival/Dismissal Times 
 The doors will open at 7:20 a.m.  Tardy Bell rings at 7:40 a.m. 

                             Dismissal will be at 2:35 p.m.  
Students will be dismissed in a slow release method.  Bus riders will be dismissed by bus number and students 
must exit the building as quickly as possible.  Car riders and walkers will also be dismissed by classroom number 
and quickly exit the building.  It is our hope to have all students out of the building no later than 2:45 p.m. daily.

Students are encouraged to bring water bottles with them to school.  Our drinking fountains are 
equipped with water bottle refillers.  Due to COVID-19, only reusable water bottles like the one 
above are permitted at those bottle refilling stations.

Water Bottles
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Progress Book
Progress Book is the program we use to track and communicate 
grades.  All students and parents may use their accounts from
previous years.  If  you need help logging into your account, please
call the AMS office at 419-289-7966.

Grade Cards and Interims
 Progress reports/Interims for students receiving a D or an F will

be mailed home each grading period.  All report cards regardless 
of grades will be sent home with A.M.S. students this school year 
except for the final grade card which will be mailed the week 
of June 6th.

Dress Code/3 R's of A.M.S.
A copy of the 6th -8th grade Dress code as well as the
3 R's of A.M.S. Behavior Expectations are included with 
this newsletter.  In order to ensure a safe learning 
environment we are asking students and parents to 
become familiar with the dress code and the 3 R's.  
The 3 R's represent being Ready, Responsible and 
Respectful in all of the different settings your child 
will be in this school year.

If students violate the dress code, they well be removed 
from class and given the opportunity to change their 
clothes or call home to get different ones.  Additional 
violations may require disciplinary action.

Please review the dress code and 3 R's of A.M.S.
behavior and sign the enclosed form indicating 
thatyou have read and understand the information.  
Students WILL NOT receive schedules until this 
form is completed and turned in. 

 A.M.S. Lost and Found
We  have many  lost items that have been turned into the
lost and found in the CLINIC.  Anything remaining will be
cleaned out at the end of EVERY month.

Dispensing of Medication by School Personnel
 If there is a need for medication to be dispensed by school personnel during the school day a form must be 

filled out by the child's physician.  This form is available in the clinic.

Breakfast and Lunch

Fees and Fee Waivers
Parents are reminded the 2022-2023 school fees are due at your earliest convenience.  Please note that school
fees can be waived for families qualifying for the free lunch program.  In order to obtain this waiver, permission
for information to be shared with the school principal must be marked on Part 5, the sharing information
sections, of the free lunch application form.  This only applies to families qualifying for free lunch and not to
those who qualify for reduced lunches.  Contact the food service director, Nicole Elmore, at Central Office for
more information.
  

Middle School students will have the opportunity to have a healthy breakfast before the school day begins.  We 
will offer a daily choice of bowl pack cereal, fruit juice or fresh fruit, bagels, toast and peanut butter or jelly, milk, 
hot entrée choices such as breakfast pizza and many more exciting foods!  The cost is only $1.25 for a purchased 
breakfast.  Students on the lunch program can purchase a breakfast for 30¢ for reduced and no charge for free.  
Please give us a try the first day of school.  We welcome suggestions and comments to improve this program. The 
price for a regular school lunch will be $3.00. Reduced lunch 40¢. Please call our Child Nutrition Supervisor, at 
289-4550 Ext. 2247 if you have any questions about our programs.

Student may not use personal communication devices during school hours at Ashland Middle School.  While at Ashland 
Middle School, personal communication devices must be on silent mode and stored within their locker*.  Personal 
communication devices include but are not limited to cell phones, tablets, smart watches, and other web-enabled devices.
Such devices will also not be permitted on off-campus field trips.

Students violating the cell phone/personal communication device policy will result in the following action (s):

First Offense:  Confiscation, parent notified, cell phone release to the student at the end of the day.
Second Offense:  Confiscation, parent notified, cell phone released to parent at the end of the day.
Third Offense:  Progressive disciplinary action will be issued (lunch detention, after school detention, In-school detention, etc.).

An office phone will be available to students before school, after school, during lunches and ACT time with the permission of 
an Ashland Middle School staff member.  Additionally, any parent messages will be promptly delivered to their student before
2:00 p.m., as our building prepares for dismissal.  Personal, non-emergency calls are strongly discouraged.

Cell Phone and Electronic Devices
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 Guidance News
 

Mental Health Awareness Presentations:
      As one might imagine, the unusual challenges of this school year coupled with the holiday season can 
considerably increase the amount of stress in our students' everyday lives.  Through a needs assessment given
at the beginning of the year, we learned that over 65% of our students were having difficulty managing some
level of stress or anxiety.  In our continuous effort to share helpful information and strategies directly with 
students, we have been providing classroom lessons discussing positive and negative stress, strategies for
managing anxious feelings and how to know when more help is needed during our ACT period.  If you have any
questions/concerns or would like more resources, please reach out to any school counseling staff member for
further information or support.
  
Here are some helpful tips to keep in mind:
How can students overcome stress? 
    1.  Get Enough Sleep.
    2.  Practice Visualization.
    3.  Exercise Regularly.
    4.  Take Calming Breaths.
    5.  Practice Progressive Muscle Relaxation (PMR).
    6.  Listen to Music.
    7.  Get Organized.
    8.  Eat a Healthy Diet.
    9.  Make time each day for something you enjoy.
   10. Keep talking to those you can trust!

         With the changing social needs of adolescents, It is important for pre-teens and teens to know how to
de-stress.  These options are relatively easy, quick, and relevant to a student's life and can help to mitigate the
types of stress they may be experiencing.

         Studio Rise has also partnered with us to provide some hands-on opportunities for destressing.  On Oct.
7th and Oct. 14th, students interested were able to participate in aromatherapy and breathing/positive affirmation
exercises during their ACT time.  We hope to have additional opportunities available in the near future for other
students.  We appreciate Studio Rise's partnership with AMS.

College Credit Plus Information seminar
        
      There will be a College Credit plus seminar on January 11th, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. in the Little Theatre to provide
information to any parent or student (grades 7-12) interested in taking College Credit Plus courses next school
year.  This presentation will cover the guidelines for participation and their application process.  Detailed
information about College Credit Plus can be found by following this link to the Ashland High School guidance
website:  
         Any student who registers for College Credit Plus courses will be required to take an Accuplacer assessment.
All paperwork must be submitted by March 3rd to be eligible for this assessment.  The Accuplacer 
assessment will be given March 13th at AHS in the afternoon.  More information will follow if your son/daughter
are interested in this opportunity.  This assessment will only cover those students who will be enrolling with 
NCSC. OSU requires students to take the assessment at their Mansfield campus.

         

 Wendy Packard, 8th Grade Counselor
 Kalie Godsey, 6th & 7th Grade Counselor

Christina Howman, School-Community Liaison
Lainy Allen, School-Community Liaison



NCAA eligibility seminar
     AHS will be hosting an NCAA eligibility seminar on March 2nd at 6:00 p.m. in the Little Theatre. If you are
entering high school and wish to play sports a the college level following graduation, you need to get this 
information to be prepared.  See Mrs. Packard for more information.

Scheduling Information-8th Grade
      Eighth grade parents, please mark your calendars!  Your student will receive scheduling information in their
History class on Tuesday, January 10th.  For specific information on your child's ninth grade schedule, please
attend the eighth-into-ninth grade parent information meeting on Thursday, January 12th  at 5:30 p.m. in 
the High School Little Theater.  Mrs. Packard will be at the meeting with course recommendations from
your son/daughter's eighth grade teachers.  You will also learn more about graduation requirements and dual
credit (earning a high school credit and college credit at the same time) options for your student.  If you are not
able to make it to the parent meeting, please check the high school's guidance website. 
http://arrowsguidance.weebly.com/,  for a power point after the presentation date or contact Mrs. Packard at
419-289-7966 ext. 4150.  Forms are also available online and need to be submitted to their ELA teachers by
Tuesday, January 17th.

Scheduling Information-7th Grade
      Seventh grade students will receive scheduling information in their Science class on Monday, February 6th.
All forms are due back to their ELA teacher by Monday, February 13th.  There are several classes which will
be first come first serve so it is extremely important to get their forms turned in on time.  Teacher 
recommendations along with TDP, Terra Nova results from 5th grade, and our new MAPS assessment will be used
to determine advanced class placement such as Advanced English, Advanced Science, Advanced Social Studies,
and World Language.  If you are interested in watching the presentation, please check our website as it will be
posted to help answer questions you may have.  If you have questions regarding your child's recommendations,
please contact your child's teacher and/or Mrs. Packard.

Scheduling Information 6th Grade
     Sixth grade students will receive scheduling information in their Science class on Monday, February 27th.  
All forms are due back to their ELA teacher by March 6th.  If you are interested in watching the scheduling
presentation, please check our website as it will be posted to help answer questions you may have.  There are
several classes which will be first come first serve so it is extremely important to get their forms turned in on
time.  Teacher recommendations along with TDP, Terra Nova results from 5th grade, and our new MAPS 
assessment will be used to determine advanced class placement.  The advanced Math placement test for
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 will happen in January out of your child's math class.  We will be in contact via mail if your 
child needs additional testing for this placement process.  Any questions regarding your child's recommendations
can be directed to your child's teacher and/or Mrs. Godsey.  Any math placement questions can be directed to
Mrs. Packard.

Attention 5th grade parents:
      Fifth grade students will receive their scheduling information on Monday, Jan 23rd and Wednesday, Jan 25th
out of their Social Studies class,  All forms are due back to their Social Studies teacher by Jan 30th.  The 
only selection your student will be making is for music.  We have four music options available:  Band, Choir, 
Orchestra, and Music Appreciation.  Students must have PRIOR experience in the performing arts to join band
or orchestra in 6th grade.  All advanced classes are determined by their TDP and Terra Nova results and will be 
placed accordingly.  If you have any questions regarding the scheduling process, please contact your child's teacher 
or Mrs. Godsey at 419-289-7966 ext. 4148. 
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 Spring Test Dates:
     Testing dates for the spring have been set.  Please mark these on your calendar and avoid any appointments
if at all possible during the mornings of these days.

     April 4th & 5th-6th, 7th and 8th Grade ELA Test
     April 25 & 25-8th grade Science test
     May 2nd-6th, 7th, 8th Grade Math & Algebra Test
     May 3rd-8th Grade-Math & Algebra Test
     May 4th-7th Grade Math & Geometry Test
     May 5th-6th Grade Math & Geometry Test

 Holiday Care and Share Programs
As part of the A.M.S. "Making Connections" initiative, a food drive will be held during December as 
we explore the theme of thankfulness.  We believe that reaching out to those less fortunate in our 

own Ashland Community will serve as a reminder to each one of us to be grateful for our own 
blessings.  The food drive will be held Dec. 5th-9th.    Food will be collected in the boxes located in 

your student's homerooms.  The highest average per homeroom will win a special treat.  Your 
continued support is truly appreciated as we strive to teach these life lessons.  Please note that all 
food donations need to be non-perishable.  Details on what to bring on each day are listed below.

 
Monday-December 5th-Breakfast (pop tarts, cereal, oatmeal, pancake mix, granola bars)

Tuesday, December 6th -Pasta and/or Sauce
Wednesday, December 7th-Condiments (Ketchup, mustard, mayo, pickles, etc)

Thursday, December 8th- Meat products (canned chicken, tuna, chef boyardee, etc)
Friday, December 9th-Veggies, soup, or boxed dinners.

Happy Holidays
 



 7th Grade ART classes will be participating in an ART contest sponsored by Popsicle and NAEA for the 
chance to win $1,000, $10,000, or $20,000 for the art department.  They will be creating a giant

 portrait of Vincent Van Gogh using Popsicle sticks as brush strokes.

ART DEPARTMENT NEWS

 Who: AMS 6th Grade Choir
What: Winter Choir Concert

Where: Archer Auditorium AHS
When: Monday, December 5th, 2022

6:00-6:30 p.m. (students arrive by 5:45)
Wear: Black AMS Choir shirt

(any color pants, skirts, bottoms)
Come celebrate the success of the students and 

experience a fun evening!

 6th Grade Choir Concert

 Music News
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Available Afterschool from 2:45-4 on these dates:

America Counts - FREE Math Help with Ashland University Students

-
-
-
-

Thursday, Dec. 1st 
Monday, Dec. 5th 
Wednesday, Dec. 7th

Intramural Basketball
Intramural Archery
Academic Challenge 
Power of the Pen

Nov. 30 Bookmobile - Book of Month Club 
Dec. 5 AMS Winter Choral Concerts
Dec. 6 Winter Band Concerts
Dec. 8 AMS Winter Orchestra Concerts
Dec. 9 Senior Citizens Luncheon at AHS 
Dec. 9 Cookies & Cocoa Family Movie Night 
Dec. 12 Board of Educ. Mtg.
Dec. 14 Bookmobile at AMS
Dec. 16 AMS School Dance 1pm

-
-
-
-

Tuesday, Jan. 9th 
Thursday, Jan. 11th 
Wednesday, Jan. 18th 
Tuesday, Jan. 24th 
Thursday, Jan. 26th 
Monday, Jan. 30

Magic Club
Spelling Bee
Solo & Ensemble Contest
Winter Play

Wednesday, Feb. 1st 
Tuesday, Feb. 7th 
Thursday, Feb. 9th 
Monday, Feb. 13th 
Wednesday, Feb. 15th 
Tuesday, Feb. 21st 
Thursday, Feb. 23rd 
Monday, Feb. 27th

Jan. 10 8th grader scheduling for HS
Jan. 11 Bookmobile at AMS
Jan. 23 Grade Cards sent home
Jan. 23 Board of Educ. Mtg.
Jan. 25 Bookmobile - Book of the Month 
Club 
Jan. 26 5th Graders going into 6th Parent Mtg
Jan. 26 AMS Family Game Night-7:30-8:00 
Feb. 6 7th grader scheduling for 8th grade

To participate, students only need to show up. No calling ahead or paperwork necessary.
Time can be used for math tutoring, homework help, or catching up on work after being 

* Contact Ms. Michael with questions limichae@goarrows.org*

        absent.

* We will start back up in January.

List of upcoming Extracurricular Activities:

Ashland City Schools app for your phone-https://www.ashlandcityschools.org/hs/ahs-app
AMS Staff Directory-https://www.ashlandcityschools.org/ms/staff-directory

We receive grant money through Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center at The Ohio State 
University https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/

mailto:limichae@goarrows.org


All athletic forms, except for Physical and Athletic fee form and fee, will be completed on "Privit".  If you 
are going to be an 8th grader, and completed Privit last year, you do not have to re-do it.  You will 
however, need to go into your account and update anything that needs updated, and re-sign all 
documents.  You will also want to make sure you have chosen to join any sports teams that you think 
you might want to participate in for the entire school year.  If you decide not to do a sport later, no 
problem, the AD will be able to remove you from that roster.  For all 6th graders that are going to be 
7th graders, you will need to register on Privit through the A.M.S. website.  Helpful information for 
completing Privit can be picked up at A.M.S.  Reminder:  The Physical and Athletic Fee form will still be 
in paper format.  These can be picked up at the Middle school office.  The Physical form can also be 
printed from the Middle School website.

Below are the sports to choose from in Privit that A.M.S. offers:

Fall                                                                                                      Winter
7th Girls Cross Country                                                                       7th Girls Basketball
7th Boys Cross Country                                                                       7th Boys Basketball
8th Girls Cross Country                                                                       8th Girls Basketball
8th Boys Cross Country                                                                       8th Boys Basketball
7th Girls Football Cheerleading                                                         7th Boys Wrestling  
8th Girls Football Cheerleading                                                         8th Boys Wrestling
7th Girls Volleyball                                                                                7th Girls Basketball Cheerleading
8th Girls Volleyball                                                                                8th Girls Basketball Cheerleading
7th Boys Football
8th Boys Football
 
Spring
7th Girls Track and Field
7th Boys Track and Field
8th Girls Track and Field
8th Boys Track and Field
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Athletic Privit



Eligibility
     Please keep grades a top priority.  Remind your student/athlete that if his/her grades falter, he/she could be either 
sitting out or ineligible to participate (meaning it carries over from one sport to another).  Please refer to the 
Activity Fee Information Sheet that you will receive, or did receive, with your payment form.  Pay particular attention
to #3 and #4:  "Fees are non-refundable with the following exception.  Letter "E" states..."If the students becomes
academically ineligible before the first contest".  In other words, if you athlete becomes ineligible after the first contest,
your fees will NOT be refunded.  So, stay on top of your child's work nightly.  Ask to see their homework, stay in touch 
with the teachers and make yourself available at home as much as possible to see that all work is done correctly and
is ready to hand in on time.  But, we all need to remember, in the end, it is the student's responsibility to keep their
grades in line.  Support and encouragement is always a good thing, but the student must take ownership and be
Responsible for his/her own grades.

Fees
     The fees for a winter sport should be paid at least one week prior to the first official practice date set by the OHSAA. 
We will allow those who try out for boys and girls basketball, to wait until the team members have been announced 
following tryouts.  However, those fees will need to be paid before the first official practice.  Fees not paid in full by the
 first practice may mean that your student/athlete will be sitting out until the balance is taken care of.  Please don't 
allow this embarrassing situation to occur.  Please see due dates next to each activity.
                      The fee is $65.00 if this is the first sport of the school year, and $55.00 if it is the second sport.

Schedules
     Anytime you need an event schedule or directions to a game/meet, either stope by the athletic office and pick one
 up, call, or instruct your athlete to bring one home.  Coaches will pass out copies at the team meetings.  Also check 
out the Ashland Middle School Website.  Hopefully, if all goes well, the schedules to all winters sports, and directions to 
away basketball games will be posted.  Just go the the sports link.
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